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READER. 


Curteous Reader, 


Here was lately Publiſhed a little Piece, 
Intituled, An Endeavour for Peace 
among Proteſtants. The aim where- 

of was upon Chriſtian, Charitable, and Safe 
Condeſcenſions on the Churches part, ( as the 
Author thought ) to reconcile unto her Com- 
munion thoſe who moſt unhappily had been ſo 
long - Difſenters from it. What the ſucceſs 
thereof will prove, tis only time can afford a 
Tudgement. But the mean while, *tis very evi- 
dent, That Pluralities ( the Pofſeſſors and 
Abettors whereof are both ſo numerous and 
ſo powerful ) muſt be Back-friends to the 
Deſign, which 1s built on Selt-denial ; be- 
ſides the many other Injuries, that they are 
guilty of towards God , our State and 
Church therein ; as will be ſeen hereafter. 
If therefore this Diſcourſe ( which owneth its 
Original meerly to thoſe Thoughts) ſhall, by the 
Almighty's bleſſing, proſper any thing towards 
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To the Reader. 


the Cure of ſuch an Evil, the Author will re-- 


ceive an Ample Reward. However ; his 
Work is with the Lord, and Labour ſhall 
not be in vamin him. But his Prayer muſt 
be, That Goſpel Miniſters may everſervethe 
Lord Jcſus, and not their own Belly : not 
ſccking their own, but the things which 
arc Jeſus Chriſts : and that theſe Papers 
may be ſerviceable to the purpoſe, whereto all 
good men, whether others hcar or do forbcar, 
will readily ſay, Amen. - 
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AGAINST 


PL URALTITIES 


dg7 Lthough TI nothing doubt, but that 
es ſome good and honeſt minds, ( what 
EY with theLaws connivanceatit,others 
Paz cxample init, and theirown detect of 


pegs ſcrious thoughts about it) have been 
Ss unhappily ſaared inthe fouleſt guilt of 
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that belong unto them-; yet there is cauſe to fear, that 
in the Crowd of ſuch Delinquents-,. there may be 
others found, who are plainly of their number, on 
whom the bleſſed Paz/ imprints that blackeſt Cha- 
rater of Supppoſing Gain Godlineſs. And certain 
'tis, that this Vnchritian Praftice gives but too much 


occaſion to the People, tor crying out of A/ therein. 


engag'd, in St. Peters words, That through Cove- 


touſneſs they do make Merchandiſe of them. For who. 
can ſee a Perſon ſetled in a Benefice, which doth 


not- only comfortably ſupport him, and his Family, 
but hath to ſpare, ( the common Caſe, and here re- 
fleted on ) yet graſping on another, that he cann't. 
attend one, but will be aptto conclude ; *7:s not the 
work of Chriſt, but Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs, 
whereto he is a Votary 2 And, how many ſuch ſad Spe- 
Aacles may a-little Traveller: in this Kingdom meet 
with ? and yet, the wonder is not great, if ow, as 
heretofore ; and in this Church as well as-in the Pri- 
mitive, men ſhall be found, and in the Sacred fee, 

who 


More-C ures-than-one,the very diſtance whereof 
bars all poſſibility of their diſcharging duly the Duties. 
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Caſe ſtated, 


Againſt Pluralities. 


who ſerve not our Lord Jeſus, but their own Belies... 


The faireſt Crop of Wheat may have ſome Tares 
therein. Honey 1t felf is nat without its filth and 
ſcum : nor is the richeſt Ore quite free from Droſs. 
It ought nat therefore to caſt a worſe refletionon 
the Exvghiſh Clergy, that owe bad men creep in a- 
mong them ; than 'twas diſgracetul to the Bleſſed 
Apoſtles, that Fudas was of their Society. *Tis pity 
any ſhould be ſo like him, as to pretend Chriſts ſer- 
wice, when they only mean heir own, by carrying 
of his Bag. And:thoſe concerned ought to beſtow 
fad thoughts upon it ; that though that wretch made 
ſhift a while ; ſevereft Vengeance was not long' in 
overtaking of him: yea, 'tis obſervable, that his 
Hypo was no ſooner manifeſted, than Notori- 
ouſly ſtigmatized alſo, Fobx 12. 6. A fair dire&tion 
for guiding w upan the like occaſion ! who may not 
therefore ſpare their opex great miſcarriage ; that, 
ſeeming to be Chriſts Diſciples, do tread fo plainly 
in hs Steps, that did betray him. I will not fay to 
the Nox-refident Pluralift, as Nathan did to David, 
Thou art the man; yet, cannot but with grief ob- 
ſerve, they are too like, in this reſpe&t; Both ſeek 
their own, and not the things which are Jeſus Chriſts. 
For 'tis notorious, that we have great.numbers of 
thoſe Miniſters in this diftreſſed Church, whom a 
Single Cure of Souls, ( ſufficient to make a ſerious 
man cry. out with Paul, Who i ſufficient for it 2) 
although endowed, not only with a Competent, but 
abundant Maintenance, cannot content ; but they muſt 
ſeize upon another, the remote diſtance whereof, befides 
the moſt important and tremendous work belongin 
thereunto , makes it impoſſible, that both ſhould 
attended by them. A courſe, fo evil in it ſelf, and 
of ſo had, and fatal Influence, both on our Church 
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Againſt Pluralities. 3 
in- general, the particular Congregations that are 
concerned, and thoſe Miniſters own Immortal Souls, 
that words are wanting, fully. to expreſs the vilenefs 
of it. Surely *tis no raſh Sentence in him that fait; 
Plaralities are the Peſt of the Church, and Bane f 
our Religion. Which, I ſhall hope, will not be dit- 
appointed of all good mens Suffrages, even thoſe that 
hitherto may by ſurpriſe have been entangled inthis 
ſnare, when once they hear what Cogent Arguments 
- ts againſt it, and what Clear Anſwers unto all Pleas 


for it. Of both theſe in their order ; and as briefly, 


as the Caſe will bear. 
The Arguments are theſe that follow ; 1. They 


war againſt Scripture'; 2.' Antiquity is a Stranger to Arguments 


them ; 3. They are doow'd by' Councils ; 4. Are as 7597 Para” 
gainſt Fuſtice; 5. And Charity'; '6. And Honour; 
7. And Prudence ; 8. Serving only to Vice, and nangh- 
tineſs. | 

I. Pluralities make open War againft the Scriptures; 1: 4rgument 
I mean 'not only, becauſe there is not in them ary 2% $4 
Title of Precept, or Example, to encourage them : 
but they are plainly condemned there. Should any 
ask tor a Particular Law in Terms unto this purpoſe; 
it mightnot happily be abſurd to anſwer, that, as Ro- 4p. Plurarch, 
mulus made not any ſuch againſt Parricide, becauſe * 
he judged ſo great a Villany was not-ineident unto 
human nature ; ſo- probably the Sacred Pen-men 
might in this caſe forbear, as being loath to think 
that ſach a Monſter ſhould e&'re be hatch'd in the 
Church of Chriſt. And give me leave to note it, 
that, as Rowe could not afford an inſtance of that 
Unnatural Barbariſm until about fix hundred years 
were paſt from the building of that City : So Chriſti- 
anity was not peſterd with this grievous Plague, till 
tull as many years, or more, had been elapſed "_ 
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the firſt Birth and Infancy of the ſame. But this 
is not intended- as a ſhift ; for that 1s utterly need- 
leſs ; as he muſt ſee, who will obſerve how plainly, 
Ka < gy Holy Writ doth ; 1.-Condemn Ambition, Covetonſneſs, 
J*. and Sloth, as bad in all, but ftark naught in Mint- 
flers ; which they ſhould flee from, as from Hell it 
ſelf ; from whence they come, and whereunto they 
go: And 2ly. Command Perſonal Attendance on their 
ſeveral Flocks, from thoſe that have them ; without 

any Diſpenſation, ordinarily, in the Caſe. 

Firft, Scr. Touching the Former ; that Ambition, Covetouf- 
condenns 4m- neſs and Sloth are ſo condemned in the Miniſter ; ſhould 
roufueſs, and Any ask me, what is this unto our purpoſe 2 He may 
Slorh in Mini- as well demand, Why Sin is blam'd tor all our Mt- 
mY ſeries ? *Tis not more manifeſt, that all our Wo doth 

ſpring from Six ; than that Pluralities do owe their 
being to thoſe wicked Parents, Covetouſneſs, Ambi- 
tion, and Sloth; For when there is before Enough, 
. and Spare : (as was ſuppoſed ) it is impoſſible to 
aſſign any, other real cauſe of graſping after more, but 
to maintain their Lazineſs, Pride, and Covetouſ- 
. eſs. 

And when the Diſciples of our Savior had a ſpice 
of bne of thoſe Diſeaſes ; doth he not preſently apply 
himſelf unto the Cure, and clap a Corrofrve to the 
Proud Fleſh, which was growing up? He tells them, 
"twas a Heatheniſh Plant, and thould not grow in 

Chriſtian Soil ; by no means, in the Holy Santtuary : 
It fhall not be ſo among you, Matth. 20. 25. 26, 
Doth not be that Phew, in his Maſters boſom, ſet a 
black brand upon Diotrephes, for his aſpiring humor » 
3 John 9. 10. How doth the great Apoſtle of 2s 
Gentiles, charge his dear Timothy, to beware of 
loving Money, the Root of all Evil ; when he faith, 
Thou, O man of God, flee theſe things, 1 Tim. 6. 10. 11, 

And 
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And he of the Circumciſion , baniſh a filthy lucre 
from the Miniſters Eyes, in taking up a Sg/e 
Charge, 1 Pet. 5.2. What Death, do wetlunk, would 
he have doom'd it to ; had he perceived it gotten 
into. the heart of any, to make him graſp for more 
than. oe ? yea, and to ſhew us, how naturally, curſed 
Sleth, and Negligence attend the other 7wo ; long be- 
fore them all, the Prophet calls ſuch Miniſters, Dumb 
Dogs that cannot ( at leaſt will not) bark, ſleeping, 
lying down, loving to flumber ; yea, greedy Dogs, 
which can never have enough ; Shepherds that cannot 
underſtand, looking all to their own way, every one for 
his gain = his Quarter, Eſai. 56. 11. But why 
ſhoald I light a Candle to the Sun, or ſpend more 
words in a Caſe fo plain ? To quote all places in the 
Scripture againſt theſe Yices, particularly this /do- 
latry, ( Col. 3. 5.) and in Miniſters eſpecially ; 
would be to tranſcribe good part of the Holy Bible. 

As for the Latter, That Perfonal attendance on Secmdly, re- 
their Flock is indiſpenſibly required of Miniſters, a ne 
Ordinarily ; the Scriptures are as full unto this like» on their Flocks. * 
wiſe. There may ſometimes, and for a while per- 
haps, .be juſt occaſion of the Miniſters abſence; on 
which neceſſity, he may paſs guiltleſs both with God 
and Men. Burt to do this Ordinarily, or for a Con- 
fancy, and meerly out of Choice, as well as plainly 
tor ſome Secular Intereſt ; This will not be diſpenſed 
with in the Court of Heaven, whatever Diſpenſati- 
ons may be gotten here on Earth. The Apoſtle doth 
command the Ephefran Elders, Ats 20. 28. to take 48. 0. un. 
heed unto themſelves and to all the Flock, over which 
the Holy Ghoſt had made them Overſeers, and ta feed 
the Church. That the Elders here, were Miniſters, 
is out of queſtion : and that they were meerly Preſ- _ | 
byters, and not Biſhops, St. Ferom confidently yy Som 
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& Againſt-Pluralites. 
eth : to be ſure; they are charg'din their aws Perſons 
to attend'the.-Flock ; as plainly, - as words can ſpeakvit, 
And note it, the felf farme- way that; they are call'd 
upon to tend their ow» Souls; they are required to 
attend the Flock: for ther's but one zaking: heed, 
which ſerves for Both. And ſurely. that was!'not 
Numb. 18, In- tO be - By Another, ahd without  Zhemſaves..: \But 
fra. the wretched Shift of doing this by Another, was not 
then born; and ſhall be-herceafter handled:.byus, \ac- 
cording to its merit : mean while, I'wouldfain know, 
how Pluraliſts can with any reaſon beſuppoſed tobe 
made Overſeers by the Holy Ghoſt of that Flock; 
which, after * they have ſeized on, they hardly. ever 
ſee-;- or to 110 other putpoſe, but to 'Fleece\, hot Feed 
them : 'St. Paul, while bi ſtaid there at 'Ppheſws' in 
his- own Perſon, both taught them publickly, ' and 
id, 20. from houſe to houſe, vid. 20 And propoſed that Pra- 
Ctice for the Presbyters imitation. ' And: do notrour 
Nozx-yeftelents keep vety cloſe unro'thisCopy!? They 
have their ſeaſons; confeſs, to, gofrom houfe to houſe, 
and. 'not' omit the pooreſt © but*ris to! call tor, and 
How many CXa&t their Dues ; ' For other DoC&trines, they are {6 
Paralype.are tar from doing any thing like to the keeping Conver- 
Jand :4at hard-Eioles ; that the Temple thall not fee them-1na 7welve 
ly ſee either of mouths time together ; or more, (perhaps. '' Can! we 
—_—= pwr imapine- that this. ſame Apoſtle, when in - another 
S. Degge a ftre- PlitEz' 1 Theſe: 5. 12, 13.) he doth beleech the 
—mard-yroarr” People, to know them that Laboured among them, 
Comnſ. Part. 1.'and were over them in the Lord, and did admonith 
Cy 4 them ; and to eſteem highly of them for their works 
Ga 5 fakey car we, I ſay, imagine, that he ſhould ever 
mean Pluraliſts and Non-refdexnts ; that arelo tar from 
Admoniſhing, Labouring, and Working with them, 
that they are not atnorigthem? Nay, 1s it not'moſt 
evident hence, that all who take the Care of Souls 
| pon 
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ipon.' thens, ſhould both be Preſent ; yea, and Painful 

ltkewiſe, :-with- their, -People? Doth not the Apoſtle 7 * var 
Peter therefore; to. this purpoſe, .gharge the Elders to jt,te 2... 
feed the- Flock of God, that is among them: ; that. is, 5 ponder; u:: 
whereof they have the Care: rand-ro hexenſamplas ta = Paper] 

them, (1 Pet. 5.2, 3.) And are not they marvellouſty ;,uy, abs re 

likely 4 do thas for them, and be thus -to them, thay 2evdemur, Bez. 
are. at twenty,' fourty, ' or a hundred miles diſtance "53, : *. -. 
from them; Miniſters ſhould be indeed the Light of : 

the World :. but be they fnutfd ne're fo well, and 

ſhine they never ſo bright, thoſe that are ,/o far from 

them, may walk in darkneſs notwithſtanding, Were 

it. indeed believed by Non-refidents ,\ that they muſt 

give. ap gocoknt to-Ged for the Squls they undertook the 

charge of g.(\and they acknowledge. to the Biſhop, 

when. they- are admutted, that they accept fo great 

2. Care )) they would ſurely watch, and know that 

they could nat do. ſo unto any purpoſe, except they 

kept upon the Spot, where:the danger is. That the 

wuſt anſwer thus, and therefore ought to watch. ſo, 

as we ſpeak, is clear by Hebr." 1 J. (17> They watch Hebr. 13, 17, 
for your 'Souls, as they that muſt give account. * And 

then, what man may ſafely dare to take axother,. and 

2 diſtant Cure ; where he cannever do the Watchmans 

part? For, being abſent,, he can. give.no warning 

tor want of warning, the.Sinner dicth in(his Iniquity ; 

and the 4/ood of him fo dying; will God require at 

this falſe Watchmans bana, Ezek, 3.18. If Perſonal x: ;. :5, 

Attendance were no Duty, why ſhould our Saviour 

brand that Shepherd for an Hireling, that fleeth when 

the Wolt is coming,. John. 10. 12, And,. what's. the 54bn ro 12. 

difference 'twixt fleeing from, and nat. coming \at.the 

Flock 2. Both \ equally, expoſe it unto danger ; ' yea, 

may. not they be ftrigtly ſaid ito flee, and leave the 

Sheep; who, after their Induction, come not at them, 
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fave to fleece them ? Was not Peter bound, if he lov'd 
: his Lord, to feed his Lambs and Sheep in Perſon, 
Join 21: John 21. nothing more manifeſt. But to produce 
more Scoipture-TeBimenies, would be the pouring wa- 
ter into the Ocean ; I ſhall therefore beg Nox-Refrdent 
Pluraliſts to obſerve with ſadneſs, what a dreadful Wo 
God hath denounced againſt thoſe Shepherds that feed 
Ezek.34:2-O'c. themſelves, and not the Flock, in Ezek. 34 2, }, 4, 
to verſ. 11. Son of Man, Propheſie againſt the: Shep- 
herds of Iſrael, Prophefre and ſay unto them, Thus ſaith 
the Lord God unto the Shepherds, Wo be to- the 
Shepherds of Iſrael that do feed themſelves : ſhould 
ot the Shepherds feed the Flock 2 Te eat the fat, and 
ye Cloth you with the Wool, ye kill them that are fed: 
but ye = not the Plock. The Diſeaſed have ye not 
Strengthened, neither have ye healed that which was 
fick, neither have ye bound up that which was broken, 
neither have ye brought again that which was driven a- 
way, neither have ye ſought that which was loſt ; but 
with force and with eruelty have ye ruled them, And 
they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no Shepherd : 
and they became meat to all the Beaſts of the Field, 
when they were ſcattered. My Sheep wandred through 
all the mountains, and upon every high hill : yea, my 
Flock was ſcattered upon all the face of the Earth, 
and none did ſearch or ſeek after them. Therefore, 
yeShepherds, hear theWord of theLord; As T live, ſaith 
the Lord God, ſurely, becauſe my Flock became a prey, 
and my Flock became meat to every Beaſt of the Field, 
becauſe there was no Shepherd, neither did my Shep- 
herds ſearch for my Flock, but the Shepherds fed 
themſelves, and fed not my Flock ; Therefore, © ye 
Shepherds, heat the Word of the Lord ; Thus faith 
the Lord God, Behold, 1 am againſt the Shepherds, 
and I will require my Flock at their hand, and cauſe 


them 
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them to ceaſe from feeding the Flock , neither fhall 
the Shepherds feed themſelves any more; for, I will 
deliver my Flock from their mouth, that they may not 
be meat for them. And ſurely, if Non-refident Plu- 
raliſts are not quite paſt feeling ; they muſt be ſen- 
ſible, that they are the men concerned therein. Perſo- 
nal neg/efts are there complain'd of : and that's their 
guilt ; and unavoidably ſo. And Perſonal Vengeance 
is there threatned, on ,all ſuch Delinquents : from 
which, by timely Repentance, may the Good Lord 
deliver them. 

So much for the firſt Argument, Pluralities war 
againſt the Scriptures : wherein we have ſpent more 
words, becauſe it is of greateſt conſequence.;. rhe 
reſt will be diſpatched ſooner. 

2. Antiquity is an utter Stranger kereunto.:. I may F. 4 
ſately fay, a bitter Enemy to the: Roots, and Seeds 24 Argument 
hereof ; Sloth, Pride, and.Covetouſneſs, in the Mini- —_— we 
ſters of the Goſpel : Rebukes , both frequent, and 
ſevere, againſt theſe Vices (as well as others )) may be 
met with in the Ancient Fathers. But not one Title 
about that, we now are dealing with. The truth is, 

This Piece of Naughtineſs was only in the womb ; 

not- midwit'd into the world as yet. Twill not ſerve 

the turn-to tell us; That the Church was under Per- 

ſecution in-thoſe Elder days ; and then there was not 

ſuch Proviſion made for Miniſters, as hath been 

ſince : For, though ſome part hereof be true; the. 

whole 1s not. I hope at Conſtantine's time, there was.. 

no cauſe to complain in either of thoſe reſpeRs : . Both 

Cruel Perſecution. then was gone, and Great Profpe- 

rity did ſucceed.it ;. but how much to the Churches 

benefir, let the Reader judge by St. Ferome's words. Prt 3. £- 

He tells us, That the Church of Chriſt did thrive by oy nas 

Perſecutions , was crown'd with Martyrs : but when 
Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian Princes were \in power, Her riches idins 
deed increaſe , " but vertues-decreaſe; \ And 'this'-was 
thit which gave occafion to the well-known'Proverb 3 
Pic was Brought-asbed with Plenty, and't he \Daughten 
choaFd her Maother.: "But notwithſtanding” ſuch de- 
generacy then, we lhaveno notice, that this foul Cor- 
repens Church-mens Spiritual Bigamy did any 
where prevail inthe Church, for the firſt $7 hundred 
years. No'inſtanee'can be found ( upoty my beſt en- 
quiry Y of any Minifters"taking two Wives at once : 
or rather a Concubine to his Wife, to vex-her ; I mean 
Hiſt. of Counſ. a Second Church, unto his former. 'A learned and 
of Trente 2+ excellent Author, faith this boldly ; Never any though» 
Dom. 1546, #0 hold the Title' of an Office, 'or enjoy #he'Profit with 
Engl. Edit. out doing Service ; but only after A tyear- ſeven bug 
Prgt2/® 8 died in the Weſtern Church. ' And as before a Perſon 
was choſen fit for the neceſſity of- the Charth.;" ſo after- 
wards, a Degree, Dignity, or Emolument was fitted 
to the Quality of 'the Perſons from whtmee: aroſe the 
exerciſing of the Miniftery by-a- Subſtitute. "Behold 
by this, the' Vewerable Hoary Hairs:of Carates, awd 
their Maſters, Plaraliffs! with whom the Chriſtian 
Church ' was utterty-unacquainted, - till Popery had 
invaded it; and -the Zniverſal Biſhop gotten to be 
Tyrant over/ it. 'It-{hould-:{cem indeed, that - ſome 
fuch Creatures were creeping into the'Church before, 
about four huadred and fifty years after Chrift ; bur 
they: were quieklydiſorder\d, and as ſoon repuls'd by 
Infr. Argu- the Council of Chalcedon, confifting: of. fix hundred 
ment 3- and thirty Biſhops: as'we ſhall hear anon. And the 
Attempt was reinforced near two hundred years after 
this Council : but' Gregory: tbe Great, then Biſhop of 
Rome, and- juſt before the. Hur of Sin was mounted 
 Dif.89.c. 1, 0 his Throne; crufh'd it in the Shell: as may: be 
Singula, -feen by his Letter extant in the Decrees : wherein: he 
Ef dJ. 2 Orders, 
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Qrders,, That. the ſeveral Duties belonging #9 - the 

Church, ſhould. be. committed. unto” ſeueral men : and 

that ng. ove: Perſon, how well: ſoever experience, ſhould 

at one time hold. a double Service. . Thus long: you 

ſce,the. Ancient, Church was notgcquainted with our 
Pluraliſts.; or laid their Ax unt6the very Root there- 

of,:; when ore they faund it. +, 'Tis true; .that'fome 

timeaſter. (asalfo-hath before been noted ) this Miſc 
 chizf, with, a, Crowd! of others, .came inz'as a Rey 

teiner unto Antrebroſt. JI LY 

3- This Praithxe hath been -doow'd too by ſeveral , ; cf pole 

Councils.;, and many. Canons of the Church have paſs againſt Church 
againſt tx. Methinks, | it” doth; betray'- its'guile, by © 

the very face. therept., Are. not. theſe. Crafesmen glad 

to get their Licences, and Diſpenſations, to; ſet: up 

with ? Were 'there nd 7, to Plain men would 

ask, What need, of Diſpenſation ? The Canons of or 

Church, *tis thought, are not ſevere enough againſt 

1t :* and; yet. they have: not the faireſt aſpect on it 

pather. Witnefs the *. Many Reſtriftions, \neceſſity of *Did Can 41. 
Refidence, and ſufficiency of the Curate, that isinjoyned. 

Howe're, St, Auguſtins Plea doth her - good ſervice 

too. *'7is. one thing (ſaith he ) what the Church Aiudeft qrod 
doth tolerate; and. another, what She teacheth, *Tis —_ alied 
only-that, not this, may be imputed unto Her, And ines 
yet. it muſt be ſaid, ( however it may refiet upon us) Fault. 1. 20: © 
that other Churches, -both long before any Refor- P9P* fn. 
mation .had been made ; and ſince it too; and which 

bear a Mortal hatred thereunto, have made moſt ſmart 
, Decrees againſt it. For the Reformed: Churches abroad, 

I need not. be concerned to produce theirCenſures of it ; 

till it be madeappear, . which of them havge're been 
. troubled with it. Well then, the. fr/# Cannon planted 
againſt Pluraliſts, -that I ſhgll-mention ; is that of the 
. Laterane Conncil unges Alexander the third, and about 
{I | : the 


12 Againſt Pluralities. 
Tom, Contil.z. the year 1180, The words are theſe ; Becauſe ſome men, 
Gam, 13» putting, no bounds unto their Covetouſneſs, endeavour 
zo get Ecclefiaftical Dignities, and more than one Pa- 
riſh Church, contrary to the Order of the ' Foly Ca- 
ons : ſo as when they are hardly fit to diſcharge one 
mans Daty, they F&ceive the Wages of ſeveral : We 
feriftly command, that it be never ſo done any mare 
hereafter. When therefore a Church is to be diſpoſed 
of , let ſuch a Perſon be found out, as" will Refide 
there, and diſcharge the Cure himſelf : Otherwiſe the 
Receiver /ha# loſe what he hath taken, and the Giver 
his power of diſpoſing. So that Excellent Canon ; and 
fron a Popiſh ' Council! And, 7o the wen =p of 
Pluralities, and Non-refidences 5-without adding one 
word of Explication ! $230 A 
pn: Po: 7814 But near four hundred years before this time, ano- 
nopſ.. Tom. Pf ther General, and the ſecond Nicene Council, ( as tis 
Couc. Peſt. A. called ) is found to have this: Grain of Wheat, in a 


7+ can. 15- whole Heap of Tares : Let not a Clergy ' man be 
henceforth ſettled in two Churches : for, this belongs 
to 'Merchandiſe and filthy Lucre , and is alien' from 
the Churches cuſtom : Every one therefore ought to 
a abide where he is called, and to ſettle in one Church : 


Prid. #4; ſpy, 90 full and plain, as to need no Comment ! Nay, 
Tom. Concil. 24 and three hundred years afore this laſt mention'd 
44. 15.09% Council, that undoubted Genera! one of Chalcedon 
( glanc'd on in the former Argument ) nipt this miſ- 
chief in the Bud, and would not let it Bloſtom ; much 

leſs bear Ripe Fruit. For thus it ſaith, *77s not awful 

for a Clerk to be Intituled zo ( or inrolled in) two 
Churches: wiz. That wherein he was Ordain'd at 

firft, and the greater whereunto, for Vain-glories ſake, 

he goeth afterwards : but let ſuch men be brought 

hack to their firſt ; and _ here attend their Duty, 

'Which needs muſt bar all hopes of having Churches 


point 
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more than one; or not diſcharging Duty by ones 


ſelf, where it was: undertaken. ' But to conclude this 
point of General Councils , the late Trent Afſem! 'y, 


{tyled. by the Romani/ts, the /aft General Connc:! ; _ 
whatever the Deeds among them are, in Words con- 3/:. 


demn this Practice, For, reciting that Speech ot the 
Council of Chalcedon, ( but jult now mention'd ) 
Neminem oportere in duabus Ecclehis conſcribi, they 
exclaim againſt zhezr wicked Covetouſneſs, who are 
graſping atter many Benefices: and charge the whole 
Clergy, even Cardinals themſelves, To keep no more 
than one Cure of Souls : as may be ſeen at large in the 
place reter'd in the Margent. Nay, there were a- 
mong them then and there ; and the major part of a 
General Congregation too ; that did maintain, Boz 
that Refidency was required by the Law of God, and 
Pluralities by the ſame forbidden. 

Now adding hereunto, Pope ® John 22th. his De- 
cree, That none ( ſave Cardinals and Kings Sons \ 
ſhall keep more than one Cure of Souls, and one Dis- 
nity without Cure ; upon pain of loſing both, in caſe of 
difobedience : together with Pope + Innocent the 3d. 
his peremptory Determination, That whoſoever ac- 
cepts a Benefice with Cure, ( having before another 
of that nature) ſhall be forthwith depriv'd thereof ; 
and if he make a ſtir to keep it, ſhall forfeit both: 
now putting theſe Decrees of Popes, and Popiſh 
Councils 2\ rogether, as I ſaid ; 'tis worthy to be ſe- 
riouſly thought on ; whether it doth not caſt an ll 
Reflection on a Proteſtant Churci, to connrve at that, 
which very Papifts do condemn? eipeciaily, lince 


both their Latter, as well as E/dzr Dottors, are tieremn 5 
Unanimous, as a Learned Author of theirs, and inan _ 


Excellent Piece azainſt Pluralities, hath evincetd tully, 
But we muſt make haſte, 
C ge. Trs 


#® ” X = 
, = / ; * 
nd 
Hilf. Corum. 9 
Trent, I. 2. Þ. 
253. ad An. 
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againſt Equity 
and Juſtice, 


Ain Ky 
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+ 'Tis moſt apparently likewiſe againſt all Equity 
and Juſtice, That, Beneficium datur propter Offiium, 
the Benefice is beſtowed for the Service that belongs 
unto it, Who is able to make a doubt of ? Doth not 
every new Incumbent yield himſelf ( accipere caram) 
to undertake the Cure ; the Work and Duty that is ; 
when he receives his Title ſrom the Biſhops hands ? 
Doth not the Apoſtle make it plain, That the Mini- 
ſters Reaping Carnal things ts founded meerly upon 
Sowing Spiritual ; as Miniſtring about holy things 
onely, could onely entitle to the right of Living on the 
things of the Temple ; and waiting at the Altar, for 
pertaking with it 2 yes, he doth ſo: and he conclu- 
deth it Gods Ordinance now ; That they who preach 
the Goſpel, ſhould live upon it, 1 Cor.g. 11, 13, 14. 
So that Maintenance is only due for Service: which 
was our Saviours mind too, when he ſaid, That 
Meat belong'd to Workmen, Matth. 10. 10. and 
Hire to Labourers, Luk. 10. 7. And, who can be 
ignorant, or not ready to acknowledge it, that our 
Kings and other Benefattors, ſettled Glebes, and Tythes 
with us ( which Law confirmeth ) for the particular 
Service of thoſe Places, whence they riſe, and where- 
unto they are aſſigned ? Thoſe Donations were upon 
ſuch Conditions ; namely, That the People ſhould be 
there Attended, where the Miniſters were ſo Re- 
warded, And we know who ſaid, If it b- but a mans 
Covenant, ( or Teſtament )) no mar diſanulleth, or ad- 
deth thereunto, Gal. 3. 15. So that Juſtice and 
Equity, as well as the Expreſs Law of God conclude, 
That he that Teacheth, is to be communicated to 
by him that is Taught, and not another, that doth 
not teach them, Gal. 5. 6. Nay, as he that doth not 
work, muſt not eat at all, 2 Thell. 3. 10. So, he 
may not have a double Meſs, that doth but /ing/e Work, 
if that. What 
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What an Pnequal, and an ©nrighteous thing is it 
then, that one man ſhould take all the Pains, and 
another the Profit thereunto belonging ? That Za- 
bourers ſhould go without, and Loyterers bear away 
the Hire, and Reward from them? Why ſhould 
Lazy Pluraliſts expeCt the Pay, belonging unto La- 
borious Souldiers ; or demand the Wages due to pain- 
ful Workmen 2 Diligent Preachers are the Ore, and 
Other, in the Goſpel : but they are neither ; in oxe of 
their Cures at leaſt. Can it be juſtified, that when 
I ſweat at Plow all day ; another, that did not ſo much 
as look on, ſhall carry away my Wages at night? Or, 
when I venture my Life in the Field, he that never 
ſtruck one Stroke, ſhould come at Muſter day, and 
take away my Pay 2 This is the Caſe betwixt the 
EO” Curate, and the Lazy Pluraliſt : And, what 
words are bad enough for the Iniquity of ſuch Deeds 2 
Why may they not as well go into Peoples Houſes, 
and take away what Plate, or other things they have 
A mind unto ; or ſtand upon the Road, and put the 
Moneys of thoſe men they meet with, into their own 
Pockets? Oh! There's a Fay! and Gibbet in theſe 
Caſes ! But the Curſe of God, and Hell hereafter, 
are my nothing in the other? Well, that we may 
proceed. 


Q. 7 


: ; Sth. Argu- 
Fo Tea, and a ainſt Charity too : I mean not only, ment againſt 


what is due tothe Souls of Chriſtians, and their own &#-7'% 
alſo : which too many Pluraliſts, God knoweth, ſeem 
not to have a Stock of, that may ſo much as match 
the gleaning after Vintage. For, beſide the failing 
in his Perſonal Duty, which God requireth ; how 
commonly do we ſee 1gnorant, or Yitious Curates 
(whether will ſerve cheapeſt) give him good con- 
tent ; if ſome men do not ſeek tor ſuch ; when the 

C 2 Profits 
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Profits of the Place would well encourage, it: may be 
Two, Learned, Pious, and painful Preachers ; as tlie 
the neceſſity of a numerous Congregation probably 
may require the ſame, *Tis certain, would they re- 
ſign their Super-numerary Living to a Worthy Suc- 
ceſſor, there would be eng of Chriſtian Love unto 
their Peoples Souls ; and they ſhould thereby deliver 
their own from heavy Guilt. 


But there is another kind of Charity alſo, which 
this Practice is at enmity with. The Pluraliſts know, 
vaſt numbers of Worthy Scholars, that are Miniſters ; 
( in and out of the Univerſities ) and ſome with the 
charge of Wife and Children on their hands ; hardly 
find means to get them Bread : but zhey have ſeveral 
Hundreds ; perhaps a Thouſand Pounds, or more, 
per annum, by their Cares, and Digniries the while : 
ſo that, though their Pains be that of Drones, yet 
they both eat the Fat, and drink the Sweet ; 
live in their Palaces, are Cloth'd in Silks, and keep 
their Coaches, with ample Retinues ; and like them 
in Amos, 6. 4, 5, 6. are never grieved for the Af 


Hidtien of their Brother Foſeph, though brought upon 


him, by their @ncharizable, and Ungodly Covetouſ- 
neſs : beſides the manifeſt Tnjuſtice, as we have heard ; 
Is there not the ſhutting up of bowels of Compaſſion, 
here? And coniequently, juſt cauſe, with fear, to 
ask ; How dw?{!:th the Love of God inſuch? 1 Fohy 
3, 17. Their works proclaim, taat 1t 1s the love of 
Money, ( which is the Root of all Evil, 1 77m. 6. 10.) 
and of this World, ( with which the Love of the Fa- 
ther cannot conhſt, 1 John 2. 15. ) whereto they 
pay their Homage and ſtand Devoted. But let them 
remember ; The Labourers Hire crieth, and the 
Cry doth enter into the Ears of the Lord of 


Sabaoth : 
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Sabaoth : and themſelves are Deaf, if they do not 
hear it. 


6. Againſt Honour alſo ; How unworthy is it, for  $- 8. 

any man to accept, much more to Coxrt, and ſue for, = _ 
ſuch an tice, which he knows himſelt uncapable Honour, 
to diicuarge; and truly, never doth intend it ? To 
be a Laboxrer 1n Chriſts Vineyard ; and yet to 
Loyter out, one half of his work, at leaſt ? To cry 
up, :nd magnific Primitive Purer times; and live 
a pertect Non-conformiſt thereunto ; To avow ſe- 
paration from an Apoſtate Church, and yet to keep 
ſo foul an initance ot her Apoſtacy ; which her ſelt, 
for very ſhame, Ly Words, 1s forced to condemn ? 
To make a iſhew of Love to Juſtice and Charity, 
and indeed regard neither ; but hate both ? Is not 
this to play the Carreat ; nay, the Errant Hypocrite 2 
See then, how well our Pluraliſts do come off ! Zow 
honoarably they acquit themſelves! In a word : If it 
be Noble, to be falſe and negligent 1n the greateſt 
Truſt on Earth; to be njuſt, and Cree! to our 
deareſt Brethren; to count Gain Godlineſs, and pre- 
fer Farth before Heaven : then, theſe Delinquents 
may pals for men of Reputation: elſe, their own 
hands will /ay their Honour in the duſt. This is 
{o legible, that he that runs may read it, 


7. Againſt Prudence, befide: As for Spiritual $ 9. 
Wiſdom : that ſurely is utterly baniſhed hence. Were in _—_ 
it poſlible elſe, that mers own, and Peoples Souls Prudence. 
ſhould be poſtpon'd unto, and ſcorn'd in compariſon 
of the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs > Nay, Common 
Prudence is abancon'd by theſe men! For, what can 
be more undiſcreet; than, when there 1s no need at all 
" as was at firſt ſuppoſed ) to create themielves the ill 

Opinion 
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ftendom there 


. h . + 
Scholars o- Steeple, as the Gyants did one Mountain on another 


— hate them, and their own Be/? Brethren grieve, and 
when anſwer huſh for them. Nor do they think it Wiſdom in the 


was made him, . 
there was ra- Man that ſaid 5 


ther too great 

a plenty than any ſcarcity : he replied, if there were Scholars enough, ſo mary would 
»0t be double or treble Beneficed : if Gentlemen enough, ſo many Peaſants would not be 
ranked among the Gentry : if Jews enough, ſo many Chriſtians would not profeſs Uſury. 
So Door Heylen prints the Scorn made of them, Colmogr. Com, W. Genoa, at the be- 
. ginning. . 


Populus me fibilat : at mihi plaudo 


Tpſe domi ; fimulac nummos contemplor in arcd, 


In ſhort : They every where paſs for Perfet Droxes, 
who feed, and fatten on the == of others brows. 
And moſt men in their hearts, Ipnavum fucos pecus a 
preſepibus arcent : wiſhing the Magiſtrate would 
ſpeedily put his hands thereto. 
C. 10, 8. Laſtly, The Pluralities ſpoken of are only ſer- 
3th. 4g%- viceable unto Covetouſneſs, Ambition, Pride, Luxury, 
—_— » Sloth, and Univerſal Unconſcionableneſs in the whole 
Corruptions. Chriſtian, and Miniſterial Calling. For Proof ; do but 
conſider duly what hath been already ſpoken, and con- 
ſult your ſenſes therewithal,and more there is not need 
of. He that can ſhew the mas that is not bated, but 
increaſed in his Diligence, Sobriety, Humility, Modeſty, 
Liberality, and Univerſal Conſcience in Religion by 
Pluralities, Erit mihi magnus Apollo ; ſhall be eſteem- 
ed one, that hath made an Obſervation, which the 
whole World hath hitherto been a perfe(t Stranger to. 


So 
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So many Evident Proofs being therefore made a- 
_ Pluralities, the Bill muſt needs be found, a Ver- 
ict given, and Sentence paſt thereon, for Condem- 
nation of them, "8 
But what Criminal is there, but will ſay ſomething »7,, g's, 
for himſelf : or what Cauſe ſo bad, but that ove Plea and anſwer d. 
or other, ſhall be made for it 2 
We ſhall therefore fairly hear what the Delinquent, 
with whom we haveto do, can plead in the defence ; or 
at the leaſt, excuſe of the Guilt imputed to him. 
I. Learned and Good Miniſters have been found to do "FB 
fo ; and it hath been uſed for many ages in the Church, . 
Admit, That Learned, and Good Men too, have done ©" 
it, ( for who amT to judge mens States with God, nor 
dare I but to maintain fach thoughts of ſome ; ) net- 
ther Sound Learning, and much leſs True Godlineſs, 
could prompt them to it; as by what above appear- 
eth. All Stories, and the moſt Sacred too, afford too 
many Inſtances of ſome Good Mens great Miſcarriages. 
And the wery Beſt do yet know but in part : and can 
therefore do no better. However, we are to follow 
a very Paul, but as he doth Chriſt. As for the length of 
time, wherein it hath Lc2n uſed : we heard betore, 
how O/d it was ; younger by a great many hundred 
years, than Chriſtianity ; and born with Antichriſt. 
But could it write a great dea! Elder : what were it 
worth, whilſt we can truly ſay, From the beginning it 
was not ſo. This Plea is therefore Silenc'd by St. Cyp- 
rian : Cuſtom without Truth, is but the Antiquity of gre veritate eft 


an Er YOUY vetuſtas erroris 
4 * . . k a P 6 
2. The Law allows ( with Qualification) 70 take _ TD 
another Church. 24. Plea, 


What Eccleſraſtical Laws require you in the Caſe, /wer- 
hath been heard already : and in a perfect Contra- 
diction to this Plea. And a man would think, _—_ 
00 
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Parſ. Coun. 
ÞP. lo Go Io 


24, Plea, 


An wer, 
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Good: Church-Laws ſhould have no little value with 
Good Church-men. Doubtleſs it the Church forbid, 
though the State allow ; ſuch men, as thoſe, ſoon 
know, not only that forlearance is the fater Choice, 
but manifeſt Duty to them. However, no Humane 
Laws ( whatever Rome ſhall ſay ) can diſpenſe with 
the Law of God: and that, we have already found 
moſt peremptory in the Negative. Touching the 
Common, or the Statute Laws with us, I muſt conteſs 
great ignorance in them : but yet that worthy Knight, 
and Lawyer too, Sir Simon Degge will tell you, That 
the Commons of England always complained againſt 
Pluralities and Non-reſtdence : and many Parliaments 
under ſeveral Popiſh Kings mov'd for ſeveral Penal- 
ties againſt them. And whatſoever allowance in that 
Caſe is made by Law, was done in times of Popery : 
which gives no cauſe to Proteſtants to be tond thereot: 
This I am ſure of, Thoſe that will think a/ good, that 
Humane Laws { whenſoever made ) allow of ; muſt 
quickly think many things bad, which Divine Laws 
enjoyn us. And then let them pals for never ſo Loyal 
Subjedts to their 7, emporal * of rince, they mult prove 
Rebels to the King of Kings, 

3 Two ſmaller, though far diſtant Pariſhes may be 
better cared for by one Miniſter, than many a ſingle 
Great One, in ſome Towns and Cities; eſpecially Lon- 
don. : 

"Tis ſomewhat odd ' mcthinks* to offer this Com- 


pariſon ; It it be meant, that there are /oxze fo ex- 


ceeding HUMECY OUS Congregations, that thc y are t00 great 
a Charge tor the beſt qualified M;a:{ter to undertake : 
I ſay, that, f/f, "Tis pity but the State ſhould take 
meet care about 1t ; either by making more Churches, 
or providing more Miniſters tor them ; zext, that n9 
man 1s compell'd to take up a burden ( of this kind * 

as 
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as is like to break his back. Za/tly, That it he be en- 
gagedalready ; he muſt either lay it down, or take in 
help unto. him : to be ſure, at [gaft, he is obliged to 
lay, out the utmoſt of himſelf therein ; and then he 
may have hopes of a moxe than ordinary bleſſing with 
him... But for 7wo Places, and far diſtant, it 1s not 
poſſible. that a. ſingle Perfon can diſcharge the Duty 
of them both ; and therefore 75.4 mockery, to talk of 
going it better, when it cann't be done at all. 

4: All Church-Livings are the Churches Common 
Bank : and therefore She may diſpoſe thereof at Her 
diſcretion ; provided all the Churches ſhall be taken 
care of « duly. | 

I, But we ſee Plxralities never ſuffer. ſuch due Care 
to be taken of all particular Congregations wants. And 
who would make new ventures, where all before him 
had miſcarried? 

2. And then, not only 7wo, but Ten, or Twenty, or 
an Hundred Cures, or more, \ for what ſhould hinder, 
if ſupplies be made ? )) may be aſligned to one max. 
And this were a Monopoly, I think, the bo/deſ# Plu- 
raliſt would never feel a Patent tor. 

3- Nay, wheretore truly, ſhowld not the Biſhop 
take all the Profits of all the Livings within his Dio- 
ceſs into his own hands; allowing Penſions, which 
he thought convenient, to thoſe that ſhould officiate 
in the ſeveral Pariſhes 2 
- - 4. Laſtly, But we do ſee, that G/ebes, and 7ythes 
ought 4oth of Right, and do by Law, belong unto 


particular Pariſh-Churches, whence they ariſe; and” 


for encouragement of thoſe particular Miniſters, who 
labour and take -pains aniong them : as was before 

evinced. ; 
5. Why? But, indeed, the Biſhop hath the Care of 
all the Churches in bis. Dioceſs, be they never ſo many : 
| | D Why 


2T 


4th, Plea, 


Anſw. 1, 


5th. Plea, 
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Anſw. 1, 


Gth. Pleas 


Anſw. I. 
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Why may not then a Preſbyter take the Care of Two ? 
and put one other in his room, as he doth many 3 

1, Had we nothing elſe to fay but that, nor mens 
Example, but Gods Word muſt be our Rule ; that were 
enough to baffle this Pretence. We heard before, 
where God hath made men Watchmen, or Overſeers ; 
they owe a Perſonal Attendance on the reſpeQtive 
Flocks, and all among them. 

2. Our Biſhops Charge lies purely here; to ſee, as 
far as in him lieth, that you diſcharge your Duty to 
the Flock, and they to you, and unto one another, 
and all to God: or elſe to deal with Both or Either, 
according to the Rules of Government. You under- 
take, and that unto the Biſhop, the other Part of 
their /nſtration : wherein, 'tis /kely, that you quit 
you very well, in not ſeeing their Pulpit in a twelve 
month once ! 

3. Laſtly, If ( as you ſay) the Biſhop putteth off 
his Care to you, why may not you do ſo with yours un- 
to another 2 Beſides the Errour laſt taken notice of; 
I would alſo ask ; Why may not alſo that other, whom 
you truſt, put off his Care unto a Third : that Third 
unto a Fourth : he unto a Fifth : and ſo in Infinitum? 
Till at the laſt, Every Body's work, {according to our 
Proverb) 4e no Body's work : and you ſhall make the 
moſt Careleſs buſmeſs in the World, of the mo/t Careful 
Office that belongeth to it ! 

6. Laſtly, But the Pluraliſt hath a Curate, that 
diſchargeth all the Duty whereunto himſelf is bound. 
And to do it by another, is as well as if himſelf had 
done it. 

It may be better, For though too many Curates are 
but Sorry Things ; 'tis to be fear'd, moſt Pluraliſts 
are a great deal worſe. 

But 3/. We have heard already what a /ate Inver- 
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tion, this of Curates is. But if, when God commands 
a Miniſter to watch, and warn, to teach, and feed his 
Flock himſelf, the Pluraliſt thinks ſtill well enough, and 
that he is obedient unto thoſe Commands, ſo long as 
another doth it for him: I would ask him, why he 
ſhould not fulfil a// other Commands the ſame way too ? 
Let another Repent, Believe, Love God, and Forſake 
Sin for himalſo, and not himſe/f; And fo at laſt, let 
another be ſaved tor him too; and himſelf be loſt tor 
ever! The Arguing is as good in the one, as in the 
other Caſe, h 

2. If another may do it for him: why may not 
Lay-men, as. well as Clerks be preſented, inſtituted, 
and induted into Church-Livings alſo? Nay, why 
ſhould Women be excluded from an equal ſhare in ſuch 
a Priviledge ? Theſe are as capable of diſcharging the 
Duty of thoſe Places by the way of Curates, as well 
as Miniſters are : and, probably, it might prove 
better. for the People ſo, than otherwiſe. For we 
may reaſonably think, that moſt of them would make 
better allowances, and ſo find better Subſtitutes than 
the Covetous Pluraliſt ordinarily doth. 

3. Once more, either the Curate is a 5ad, or good 
man; and worſe, or better than the Pluralift is him- 
ſelf? If he be Bad; where is he Conſcience, to ſend 
a Wolf to tend the Sheep ? Bad Curates are worſe 
than Thieves and Robbers : they are Soul-Deſtroyers. 
And ſhould he be rewarded, that ſends a man to kill 
and ſlay the Peoples Souls ! If he be but worſe, than 
he that ſends him : what reaſon is there, that we 
ſhould pay whole wages, when but half our work is 
done? What! Giye a Maſter-workmans H:re, to one 
that's newly come unto, and can do little at the 
Trade? If he be good ; Why ſhould he do all the 
workgand do it well, and not havehalt, perhaps = 
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a fifth, or ſeventh, or tenth part of the Wages due 
thereto? It better than his Sender too : Why ſhould 
the worſt be beſt rewarded? Nay, Why one Penny, 
where ithere 13 no Pater Noſter? It teems, zhis is the 
Hireling, and the Curate the True Shepherd, And 
tis a thouſand pities that he, ſo ill deſerving, ſhould 
have the Charge and Profit of two Flocks; and his, 
with ſo much merit, of »one. *: 

Thus all the Pluraliſts Pleas are inſufficient to fave 
him harmleſs: and that Fvil Prafttice, whereof he 
is indicted, muſt be pronounced hateful both to God 
and Mey, As what is plainly againſt the ZZoly Scrip. 
tures, Antiquity, Canons, Juſtice, Charity, Honour, and 
Pruence "too ;+ ſerving none* other - Ends; 'thin of 
down-right Ungodlingſs, OO OO WEI 

For a Concluſion, I ſhall apply my felf, and briefly, 
to thoſe concerned in the Guilt before dete&ed, © * 

Fathers and Brethren, the PraCtice you tre fonnd 
in, appeareth 'bad above excuſe'; Will 'you be per- 
ſuaded to-refle& thereon in 'the fear of God? You 
own yourſelves, 7rue Sons of the Charch of - England: 
and can you be perſuaded, ſuch a\ behaviour is to her 
Service, and Reputation? Do you not know, Meo- 
nopolies in the State, are not more miſchievous than 
Pluralities in the Church 2 It were butlittle, ro bid 
you conſult your Memories, or ask your Fathers, for 
the Odium they have brought of old : Whether, For 
men to ſeek their own, and not the things of Chriſt, 
be not of influence moſt pernicious, and deſtructive, 
let Holy Scriptures judge. How muctr this evil con- 
tributed to her /ate Calamity, cann't be forgotten : and 
how near unto a Death-bed it hath-been helping to 
bring Her #ow, he cann't but ſee, that wilknotwiltuily 
ſhut his Eyes. Is it nothing to'yon; althouglr Dz/- 

fenters do reproach Her, and Papiſts ruine Her p = 
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viced, you be at dividing of the Spoil, and come in 
for a Childs part? Is this to be Legztimate, and no 
Baſtards! It the True Mother would not have Her 
Son divided, and fo deſtroyed : they are ſurely falſe 
Sons, that make no matter though the Mother be 
ſerved ſo ! 
Again ; Have you not taken on you a Cal/ing that God; Honour, 
1s moſt Honourable, and yet moſt Careful, of any 
other in the World ? You are Gods Miniſters; Chriſts 
Ambaſſadors ! Can you ſufficiently be concern'd tor 
your Maſters Honour, and your own Duty 2 And, do 
not your Proceedings plainly argue neglect, -it not 
with Scorn, to both? They make you Labourers, 
and you are Loiterers! You undertake to work, but 
yetare idle + At very beſt, diſcharge bur half of that 
you charge your ſelves withal! You are to mind your 
Mafters Service: whilſt you are only ſerving of your 
ſelves !.Let others tend, and feed the Flock ; 1o you 
make ſure ofthe Fleece * Is there any thingelſe your: 
Practice, ſpeaks your. care tor ? You dare not to deny 
that your Commiſſion runs, To Preach the Word ; 
be inſtant in, and out of ſeaſon 3 Reprove, Rebuke, 
Exhort, with all Long Suffering and Dottrine. To 
feed all the Flock, over which the Holy Ghoſt hath 
made. you Overſeers : and ſo to feed them with you ; 
as not for filthy lucre, but of a ready mind, Youdo 
it not : and are uncapable, in far diſtant Congrega- 
tions, were you of never ſo ready a mind, 
Laſtly, The Souls committed to you, and under- 44 Souls 
taken by you;, ſhould make: you tremble, both tor 04g" 
them, and for your ſelves, when you conſider, how and their own. 
careleſly you treat them -both.' To talk of taking 
care by others, when God expeRts-it by your ſelves, 
is vain, and idle; is vile, and unexcuſable! Will it 


paſs with you, to bid your Servant do ſuch,.or ſuch 
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2 buſineſs carefully, that is of great concernment to 
you; and he ſhall take his eaſe, and pleaſure; and 
without your privity ſet another to perform it any 
how ? Will a Prince endure that his Ambaſlador, 
Commiſſion'd, and Equipped for an Affair of his 
Crown and Kingdom, ſhould make (and for the 
Tythe too. { may be) of his Salary) a Sabſtiture 
without his Licence? And, dare you ſerve the Xing 
of Kings thus? And, in a matter of his Kingdom ? 
And, tor the baſe reſpe& of putting Money in your 
Pockets ? For 'tis zuft thus. You pretend his Com- 
miſſion: undertake the Charge : to be ſure take the 
Profits : and, without Gods leave, _ your Zire- 
ling in the Service. How the Aﬀair ſuc you 
' trouble not your thoughts! whether Gods Kingdom 
get or loſe: his Subje&ts be encreaſed or dimimthed, 
and peoples Souls be fav'd or damn'd eternally, you 
neither do, nor can, at diſtance, concern your ſelves 
according to your Duty. So little do-you prize the 
purchaſe of Chriſts Blood ; the Souls: of Stnners, 
and your own! but, be you ſure, the end muſt pay for 
all : and *twill notgo thus cheap at laſt, whate're you 
think on't. now. The Lord hath ſpoken it, Whey / 
fay unto the Wicked, thou ſhalt ſurely dye, and thou 
groef bim not warning : he fhall dye in hu Iniquity: 
ut his Blood will I Require at thy Hands. 

' Reverend Sirs, would you but ſeriouſly ponder 
theſe things, how could you be able not to renounce 
the Wages of Unrighteouſneſs, and honeſtly labour in 
the Single.Lot of Chriſts Vineyard, for the Fruits you 
eat thereof ; leaving the increaſe of ozber Fields un- 
to the particular Dreſſers of them? Surely , you 
would then conclude, ove Fleck would find you work 
enough, if you attend the fame with Canſcience. © It 
not ; ove is t00 many : Why have you any at all? 
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How will you anſwer for your negligence at Chriſts 
Tribunal ? But to graſp more Buſineſs, and what, it 
is impoſſible, were you never ſo willing, never ſo 
able, to go through with ; is as void of Reaſon, as 
Religion ! For indeed, you tell the World, That it i 
not Work, but Wages you look after. 

However remember, if Sou/s miſcarry through 
your negle&, your own muſt anſwer for them, Let 
then the Zire, and Labour, go hand in hand, as they 
ought to do, to thoſe that can, and will attend the 
ſame with faithfulneſs. What God (and Man) have 
Joyned together, far be it from you to put, or longer 
keep aſunder. Forget not, that you are Stewards, b 
your Office, And *tis required in Stewards, ſait 
the Apoſtie, that they be found faithful. 

Who then is that faithful, and wiſe Servant, whom 
his Lord hath made Ruler over his Houſhold, to give 


' them their portion of Meat in due Seaſon 2 Bleſſed i 


that Man, whom his Lord, when he.cometh, ſhall find 


ſo doing, Luk. 12. 42, 43. 


ERRATA'S. 
'T? the Reader, laſt line fave two, read, #0 that purpoſe. pag. r, line 24, 
read, on. zbid. 1. 28. r. Bur yet ' p. 3. Marg. trol. 3z. r. 42m.p.6.1. 17. 
r. V. 20. p. 10. 1. 28. r. diſcovered. p. 11. Marg. r. Contr. Fauſt, /, 20, c. 21, 
p. 13.1. 13. r. refer'd to. p. 19. 1, 16. r. True Goodnefs. p. 20, 1. 14. r. for 
{evereſt Penalties. p. 23. 1. 3. r. thinks 'tis well, with many othcr Miſtop- 
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_—_—_ 


Lately Printed for Tho. Parkburſt. 


I, Ne hundred ſele Sermons on ſeveral Texts, 
| Q moſt upon Publick Occaſions by Tho. Hor- 
ton. D. D. late of St. Hellens, London. 
2. A Diſcourſe concerning the Attual Providence of 
God, by John gllings D. D. 
3. An Ex NO on the fix firſt Chapters of the Re» 


velation, by Charles Phelps. 


4. The Kingdom of God among Men. A Traft of 


the Sound State of Chriſtianity, by John Corbet Mz- 
niſter of the Goſpel. 

5. Chriſt Diſplay'd. Publiſhed by Oliver Heywood, 

6. 4A Diſcourſe of Grace and Temptation, by Tho. 
Froyfell; {re of Chin i» Shropſhire. | | 

7. Beſt way to mend the World, by Sam. Perk Mi- 
nifter at Poplar near Stepney. 

8. Art of Divine Meditation, by the Author of the 
Kodly mans Ark. 

9. Glimps of Eternity; by Abraham Caley. 


